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Emergencies preparedness, response

Pneumonia of unknown cause = China

ak news

Alert and response aperations

Diseases

On 31 December 2018, the WHO China Country Office was informed of cases of ; . ' .
pneuntonia of unknown eticlogy (unknown cause) cetected in Wuhan Gity, Hube a .t 3 ¢l - _ Al i 4 _f::.,.?'lj l?)l' a_
Province of Ghina As of 8 January 2020, a iotal of 44 patients with pneumonia of ' =" : ' e -
unknown etiology have been reporied io WHO by the national authorities in China. Of
the 44 cases reported, 11 are severely iil, while the remaining 33 patients are In
stable condition. According 1o media reports, the concerned market in Wuhan was
closed on 1 January 2020 for environmental sanitation and disinfection.

Bonsk reducton ""{'{"-

The causal agent has not yet been identifiec or confirmed. On 1 January 2020, WHO
requesied further information from national authorities 1o assess the risk.

National authorities report that all patients are solated and recelving treatment In
Wuhan medical institutions. The clinical sighs and symploms are mainly fever, with a
few patients having difficulty in breathing. and chest radiographs showing invasive
iesions of both lungs

According to the autharities, some patients wete operating dealers or vendors in the
Huanan Seafood market. Based on the preliminary information fram the Chinese
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